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This unlooked-for massacre began on Monday,
the 28th of October, about nine o’clock in the morn-
ing. Some cause of dissatisfaction which the Natc/kez
thought they had with Monsieur the Commandant,?”
and the arrival of a number of richly-loaded boats
for the garrison and the colonists, determined them
to hasten their enterprise, and to strike their blow
sooner than they had agreed with the other con-
federate Tribes. And it was thus that they carried
their plan into execution. First they divided them-
selves, and sent into the Fort, into the Village, and
into the two grants, as many Savages as there were
French in each of these places; then they feigned
that they were going out for a grand hunt, and
undertook to trade with the French for guns,
powder, and ball, offering to pay them as much, and
even more than was customary; and in truth, as
there was no reason to suspect their fidelity, they
made at that time an exchange of their poultry and
corn, for some arms and ammunition which they
used advantageously against us. Itistrue thatsome
expressed their distrust, but this was thought to
have so little foundation, that they were treated as
cowards who were frightened at their own shadows.
They had been on their guard against the Zclactas,
but as for the Naizchez, they had never distrusted
them, and they were so persuaded of their good faith
that it increased their hardihood. Having thus
posted themselves in different houses, provided with
the arms obtained from us, they attacked at the
same time each his man, and in less than two hours
they massacred more than two hundred of the
French. The best known are Monsieur de Chepar,
Commandant of the post, Monsieur du Codere,



